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The Context

More than 2 Million internaly displaced populations 
since 2015
900 000 returned home since 2024

2023
Institute for Economics & Peace. Global Terrorism Index 2024: Measuring the 
Impact of Terrorism, Sydney, February 2024. Available from: 
http://visionofhumanity.org/resources (accessed 10 Nov 2024).Sources données : UNHCR (ProGres), CONASUR (Enregistrement individuel des PDI) Contact : 

bkfou@unhcr.org Feedback : bkfouim@unhcr.org
data2.unhcr.org/en/country/bfa https://www.unhcr.org/fr/burkina-faso.html



Percentage of Closed Health Facilities by Municipality as of August 31, 2024 
Source: Health cluster Burkina Faso (Ministry of Health) 

Areas with security-challenges in Burkina Faso

424 Health facilities closed
309 Health facilities operating at 
minimal capacity
3.5 M affected



Current Cancer Landscape in Burkina Faso



Cancer “response” in Burkina Faso

A law voted in 2015 for free of charge cervical screening and treatment of 

precancerous lesions / Target:     30 - 55 years old Female HIV negative/unknown

                                            25 - 55 years old Female HIV positive

HPV Vaccination introduced in 2022 for girls aged 9 now offered to those14

A law voted in April 2023 for free of charge radiotherapy for:

   -  all cancers in under 15 years patients

   - women with cervical or breast cancer

   - men with prostate cancer



Reality of cancer response 
in Burkina Faso

Cancer care facilities

Cancer diagnostic facilities (with anatomo-pathologists)

4 Surgical oncologists  
2 Medical oncologists
18 Anatomo-pathologists



The reality of cancer control in Burkina Faso
Screening 
     - Uptake <10% by 2021, primarily due to a lack of awareness especially in underserved communities

     - Screening are opportunistic and rely on private initiatives

     - Limited cancer awareness even among health care workers

     - Insufficient health system inputs (human resources, infrastructure, materials, etc.)

Treatment:  
   - Chemotherapy available in three cities (Ouagadougou, Bobo Dioulasso, Fada NGourma)

   - Surgery available in two cities (Ouagadougou, Bobo Dioulasso)

   - Radiotherapy available only in Ouagadougou with service disruptions

Data
     - Absence of a national cancer registry impedes reliable data collection

     - Limited integration of cancer-related data into existing health information systems



What strategies have worked and should be moved forward? 

- Advanced strategies for girls immunization targeting schools 

and community centers

- Community Health Workers as navigator for access to 

prevention and treatment

- 15 equipped Mobile Clinic (MC) vans, acquired in July 2014

- Deployed in the 13 regions of the country mainly to serve hard 

to reach communities

Need to integrate cancer prevention and care into broader maternal and child health 

programs



Urgent actions needed

Priority:

• Sustain mobile clinics services for cancer prevention including self-sampling for HPV 

testing especially for hard-to-reach communities;

• Train more CHWs and health professionals for cancer prevention and care;

• Strengthen healthcare infrastructure and enhance community-based healthcare 

services;

• Implement National cancer registry for reliable cancer control strategy
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