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• Cervical Cancer: a global health concern

• WHO’s 90-70-90 Targets for Cervical Cancer 
Elimination

• Unequal distribution of HPV vaccines

• Unequal uptake in migrant and refugee populations

Roadmap to accelerate the elimination of cervical cancer as a public health problem in the WHO 
European Region 2022–2030. Copenhagen: WHO Regional Office for Europe; 2022. Licence: CC BY-NC-
SA 3.0 IGO.

Introduction

Action plan for refugee and 
migrant health in the WHO 
European Region 2023–2030
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Global Context

• Migration itself is not a 
direct cause of poor health 

outcomes, but social 
determinants of health 
associated with migration 
can impact access to 
care.

Approximately 1 in 8 people globally 

are migrants or refugees.





Barriers to HPV Vaccination

• Lack of Knowledge/Health Literacy

• Lack of trust in the health systems

• Low socioeconomic level

• Lack of family or social support

• Logistic barriers

• Language and cultural barriers

• Perception of vaccine-related risks



Knowledge and 
Health Literacy

Fear of potential side 
effects, etc

Impact of low health 
literacy

Lack of health information



Trust and Communication with 
Healthcare Providers

Mistrust in the healthcare 
system

Healthcare Providers lacking 
knowledge on vaccinations 
guidalines or entitlements

Lack of community 
engagement



Socioeconomic 
Influences

• Socioeconomic 
status

• Competing 

settlement 

priorities

• Out-of-pocket 

payments



Language and 
Cultural Barriers

• Language as a barrier to 
access

• Unclear communication

• Cultural beliefs and 
misconceptions



Family, community and logistic 

barriers

Lack of family support

Work-related barriers

Scheduling difficulties

Long waiting times

Vaccine unavailability

Geographic distance



Facilitators for HPV Vaccination

• Increasing Awareness and Health 
Literacy

• Adequate Communication

• Regular Access to Health Services

• Community and Family Support

• Cultural Mediation and Language 
Support



Examples of successful 
Interventions

• Building Health Workforce Capacity

• Strengthening Communication and 
Counseling Competence

• Engaging Community Networks and 
Leaders

• Improving Access to Vaccination 

Services

How?



A quick note on the role of Technology 
and Media

DIGITAL HEALTH TOOLS SOCIAL MEDIA 
CAMPAIGNS

ONLINE MULTILINGUAL 
EDUCATION 

PLATFORMS

A person standing in front of a group of people

Description automatically generated

EU4Health project in 

partnership with the EU 

and IOM -

https://www.who.int/europ

e/activities/partnering-

with-iom-and-eu-for-better-

health-of-refugees-and-

displaced-people-from-

ukraine 

https://www.facebook.com/OMSRomania/posts/735144062153622?ref=embed_post
https://www.who.int/europe/activities/partnering-with-iom-and-eu-for-better-health-of-refugees-and-displaced-people-from-ukraine
https://www.who.int/europe/activities/partnering-with-iom-and-eu-for-better-health-of-refugees-and-displaced-people-from-ukraine
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https://www.who.int/europe/activities/partnering-with-iom-and-eu-for-better-health-of-refugees-and-displaced-people-from-ukraine
https://www.who.int/europe/activities/partnering-with-iom-and-eu-for-better-health-of-refugees-and-displaced-people-from-ukraine
https://www.who.int/europe/activities/partnering-with-iom-and-eu-for-better-health-of-refugees-and-displaced-people-from-ukraine


Recommendations 

and way forward

• Inclusive health policies

• Multi-sectoral collaboration for 
equitable health access

• Qualitative research to gather 
behavioural insights

• Design and implement tailored 
interventions

• Improve systematic monitoring 
of vaccine coverage in 
displaced population to 
improve timely interventions in 
cases of low coverage

• Strengthen HIS to be updated 
on when refugees move or 
leave for another country to 
help health facilities operate on 
accurate information
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